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HANSON BRIDGETT LLP 
ELLIS F. RASKIN, SBN 314637 
eraskin@hansonbridgett.com 
JILLIAN AMES, SBN 340657 
james@hansonbridgett.com 
HUONG (JENNY) V. DAO, SBN 342102 
jdao@hansonbridgett.com 
425 Market Street, 26th Floor 
San Francisco, California 94105 
Telephone: (415) 777-3200 
Facsimile: (415) 541-9366 
 
Attorneys for FRIENDS AND FAMILIES FOR 
MOVE CULVER CITY 
 
 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CENTRAL DISTRICT 

 

FRIENDS AND FAMILIES FOR MOVE 
CULVER CITY, 
 

Petitioner and Plaintiff, 
 

v. 
 
CITY OF CULVER CITY; CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF CULVER CITY; and 
DOES 1-10, Inclusive, 
 

Respondents and Defendants. 
 

 Case No. 23STCP03833 
 
DECLARATION OF ELLIS RASKIN ISO 
EX PARTE APPLICATION FOR STAY 
 
Assigned for All Purposes to the Hon. Richard 
L. Fruin (Dept. 15) 
 
Action Filed:       October 17, 2023 
 
Ex Parte Hearing Date:     Sept. 04, 2024 
Ex Parte Hearing Time:    8:30 a.m. 

 
CITY OF CULVER CITY, 

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING; and 

DOES 11-20, Inclusive. 
 
                         Real Parties in Interest and          
                         Defendants. 
 

  

 

  

mailto:james@hansonbridgett.com
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DECLARATION OF ELLIS RASKIN 

I, Ellis Raskin, declare as follows: 

1. I am an attorney duly licensed to practice law in California. I have first-hand,

personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this declaration. If called upon to testify as to the facts 

set forth herein, I anticipate that I will competently do so. 

2. I am a partner at the law firm Hanson Bridgett LLP, which is counsel of record for

Petitioner/Plaintiff Friends and Families for MOVE Culver City  (“Petitioner”). I make this 

declaration in support of Petitioner’s ex parte application for a stay. 

3. Following entry of judgment, Petitioner intends to file a notice of appeal.

4. I have caused to be attached as Exhibit 1 to this declaration two emails sent by the

Respondents/Defendants City of Culver City et al. (“City”) that indicate construction to change 

the existing MOVE Culver City Project alignment will begin the first week of September, and 

busses on the corridor will begin to be re-routed starting on September 5 (see highlighted text on 

pp. 2 and 5). I am informed and believe that the construction contemplated will cost the City over 

$1.5 million. I have attached as Exhibit 2 to this declaration news coverage from the Culver City 

Observer regarding the cost of the proposed changes to the MOVE Culver City Project. In August 

2024, the Culver City Council approved additional expenditures of over $140,000 for the 

construction contracts to modify the MOVE Culver City Project. 

5. I have caused to be attached as Exhibit 3 to this declaration a list of candidates

who have qualified for the November 5, 2024 Culver City Council election. Qualified Candidates 

include Culver City Planning Commissioner Bryan “Bubba” Fish, former Culver City Planning 

Commissioner Nancy Barba, and current Culver City Mayor Yasmine-Imani McMorrin. Mr. Fish 

and Ms. Barba are on record opposing the changes to the MOVE Culver City Project alignment. 

(See AR 1558 [Mr. Fish] & 1577 [Ms. Barba]. Mayor McMorrin voted against the changes (AR 

1603). 

6. On September 3, 2024 at 9:33 a.m., I provided notice of Petitioner’s ex parte 

application to counsel for the City via email to SVelyvis@bwslaw.com and 

CEliason@bwslaw.com. A true copy of the email providing the notice is attached as Exhibit 4 to 

mailto:SVelyvis@bwslaw.com
mailto:CEliason@bwslaw.com
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this declaration. As of the time of filing of this declaration and ex parte application, counsel for the 

City has not responded to indicate whether the City will oppose the ex parte application. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 

foregoing is true and correct, and that I have executed this declaration in the County of Los 

Angeles, California, on September 3, 2024. 

 

_________________________________ 

         Ellis Raskin 



 

 

 
 

EXHIBIT 1 



 

 

From: City of Culver City <culvercity@public.govdelivery.com> 
Date: August 29, 2024 at 7:57:27 AM PDT 
To: [Redacted] 
Subject: Construction Notice: MOVE Culver City Project in Downtown and Arts District 

  
Modificati ons will begin in Septem ber and will take 2 to 3 months to com pl ete  

 

 

Construction Notice 

MOVE Culver City Project: Downtown and Arts 

District  

 

What 

Signing, striping, and traffic signal modifications are coming to Culver Blvd 
between Duquesne Ave and Canfield Ave and Washington Blvd between Canfield 
Ave and La Cienega Blvd. 

mailto:culvercity@public.govdelivery.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/05g-ClYvJxuL547ghGfjuzRfjI?domain=url.avanan.click
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/CDUGCmZ2KOsvK42EhOhouRXZHE?domain=url.avanan.click


 

 

Improvements include:  

• A protected, 24/7 bus-bike lane on Culver Blvd from Duquesne Ave to 
Canfield Ave and on Washington Blvd from Canfield Ave to Helms Ave. 

• Extension of the existing bus-bike lanes on Washington Blvd from La 
Cienega Ave eastward to La Cienega Blvd (approx. 1,500 extension). 

• Restoration of a general-purpose travel lane on Culver Blvd between 
Duquesne Ave and Canfield Ave and on Washington Blvd from Canfield Ave 

to Helms Ave. 

• Repaving of Washington Blvd between Ince Blvd and Robertson 
Blvd/Higuera St. 

• Refreshing pavement markings and signage as necessary along the Project 
corridor. 

When 

Construction will begin in September 2024 and is expected to be substantially 
complete by December 2024. 

Construction Impacts 

The City is working to minimize dust, noise, and temporary lane closures 
throughout construction. However, some level of construction impacts are 
anticipated to occur. 

• One lane of traffic in each direction will be maintained at all times.   

• Businesses will remain open, and access will be provided during normal 
business hours.   

For everyone’s safety, please observe all posted traffic controls, parking 
restrictions, and detours.  
 
 

Coming in 2025 

In 2025, the City will be implementing the next phase of MOVE Culver City. 
Improvements include bus and bike improvements on: 

• Washington Boulevard between La Cienega Boulevard and Fairfax Avenue 

• Adams Boulevard between Washington Boulevard and Fairfax Avenue 

 

More Information 

Visit the project website at MOVE Culver City for the latest construction 
information and to sign up for email updates.   

For project-related inquiries, contact:  

https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/J_9_Cn5YLxInqB5MTNiEuJqE24?domain=url.avanan.click


 

 

City Construction Manager 
Thomas Check 
Senior Traffic Engineer 
thomas.check@culvercity.org 
(310) 253-5627 

Consultant Construction Manager  
Bob Neiwirth  
RTI Consulting  
bob.neiwirth@rticm.com 
(310) 383-2613  

Thank you for your patience!  
 

 

 

 Questions?  
Contact Us   
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From: City of Culver City <culvercity@public.govdelivery.com> 
Sent: Saturday, August 31, 2024 8:25 AM 
To: [Redacted] 
Subject: Have Questions About MOVE Culver City? We Have Answers For You  
  

Read the fr equently asked questions  of MOVE Culver City  and its  next steps  

 

 

MOVE Culver City: Frequently Asked Questions 

 

What is MOVE Culver City?   

MOVE Culver City is an initiative to create mobility options for everyone. MOVE 
Culver City is a city-led effort that envisions a reimagining of our streets as public 
spaces and prioritizes moving people more efficiently and safely in the design of 
the street. The project’s goal is to help ensure that bus passengers, cyclists, and 

emergency vehicles will all benefit from increased speeds, ease of travel, and 

mailto:culvercity@public.govdelivery.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/S-saCOYEWMu3pmp6UEfjuGcU-Y?domain=links-2.govdelivery.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/1ifECPNM07cQKEK7i0hBuxW1YC?domain=links-2.govdelivery.com


 

 

reliability of sustainable connections to key destinations and regional transit 

connections.    

After the implementation of the Downtown Corridor pilot in November 2021, the 
City conducted a year-long pilot evaluation period that involved extensive data 
analysis as well as collection of public feedback. Following this pilot evaluation, the 

City Council directed staff to modify the project’s design. On September 11, 2023, 
the City Council voted 3-2 to ratify plans to modify the MOVE Culver City pilot 
project and found the Modified Project exempt from the California Environmental 

Quality Act (CEQA).  In October 2023, “Friends and Families for MOVE Culver City” 
filed a lawsuit challenging the legality of the City’s approved modifications. On 
Tuesday, August 13, 2024, the Court issued a Statement of Decision finding in 

favor of the City on all causes of action. You can read the decision in full on 
the City’s website.   

During the lawsuit, the City delayed work on the Downtown Corridor with the goal 
of aligning the final decision of the trial court with the start of pre-construction 

activities for the Modified Project. Now that the legal challenge is resolved, City 
staff are prepared to immediately move forward with construction.  

 

When is construction happening?   

Construction is scheduled to begin the first week of September 2024 and is 
expected to be completed in 2 to 3 months.  

Construction is a dynamic process, and the project team will share more 
information as it becomes available. Weekly updates on the construction schedule 
and expected closures will be provided at the MOVE Culver City website and by email.   

Will I be able to drive through Downtown and the Arts 
District during construction?   

Yes. The community will be able to drive along the entire MOVE Culver City 
corridor during construction. At least one lane of traffic will be maintained at all 

times in each direction.   

Where will the buses run during construction?   

Beginning Thursday, September 5, 2024, all transit buses will detour onto Venice 
Boulevard between Clarington Avenue and La Cienega Boulevard. These detours 
will affect Culver CityBus Lines 1, 1C1, 5, and 7, LADOT CE437A, Big Blue Bus 

Route 17, and Metro Line 617.   

In general, Culver CityBus buses will use existing Metro bus stops on Venice. Use 
the NextCCBus app or visit the Culver CityBus website for updated bus stops, detours and closure 
information.  

 

https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Jm0ZCQWNYnf7kjk5SMiJuG83oz?domain=links-2.govdelivery.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Jm0ZCQWNYnf7kjk5SMiJuG83oz?domain=links-2.govdelivery.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/HNfACR6MZOcNvqvAIOszu1NrVX?domain=links-2.govdelivery.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/_3sHCVO54AuMxoxDUQtquED01J?domain=links-2.govdelivery.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/S051CW6w5Lc05m5AspujuoedWd?domain=links-2.govdelivery.com


 

 

What will be different from the existing design?   

The new design will restore a second lane of vehicle traffic where it is feasible and 
needed to address traffic congestion. To fit a second vehicle lane, separate bus and 
bike lanes will be combined into shared bus/bike lanes.   

 

Illustration of the MOVE Culver City Project showing the Modified Downtown Corridor Layout from Duquesne 
to Fairfax. 

This phase of construction (the Western Segment) will extend the shared bus/bike 
lanes 1,500 feet east of their current endpoint at Washington/La Cienega Ave to 

Washington/La Cienega Blvd. In 2025, the Eastern Segment will be built, 
extending the lanes 1,500 feet further to the city boundary at Washington/Fairfax. 
Bike lanes will also be built on one block of Adams Blvd to seamlessly connect with 

existing bike lanes in the City of Los Angeles.  

 

Illustration of the MOVE Culver City Project showing the Western and Eastern Segment throughout 
Downtown. 

Many other changes are coming as part of this project. Read on to find out more. 



 

 

Why does this project use plastic instead of concrete?    

The first version of MOVE Culver City was a pilot project. It used temporary 
materials like paint, wooden platforms, and plastic posts because the City Council 
wanted to test the concept of mobility lanes for improved sustainable mobility 
options. This method of roadway construction is called quick-build, and it is used 

because compared to permanent materials like concrete, it is less expensive, easy 
to modify, and quicker to build. In 2023, after an evaluation of the first pilot, the 
City Council directed staff to conduct another pilot with a modified design. This 

pilot will run for two years and will also use temporary materials. The data 
collected during both pilot projects will ultimately be used to inform a future 
permanent condition.  

There are trade-offs to using the quick-build method. Paint and plastic have short 
lifespans and require more maintenance than concrete. Our team has received 
feedback regarding the aesthetics of the project. The painted curb extensions and 
plastic lane separators are not intended to last forever. The project team worked 

hard to find a barrier treatment for the Modified Project that maximizes safety, 
durability, visibility, and aesthetics. This pilot helps the community and its leaders 
make informed choices about a future permanent design.   

Will parking be affected?    
Most existing parking spots will remain. There are around 4,000 publicly accessible 
parking spots within one block of the MOVE Culver City corridor, with around 75% 
off-street (in lots or garages) and the remainder on-street. No off-street parking 

spaces will be impacted by the Modified Project, and care has been taken to limit 
any impact to on-street parking near the corridor.  

Stopping or standing in shared bus/bike lanes is never allowed. Culver City PD 
actively patrols the project area, and drivers who park illegally in shared bus/bike 

lanes will be ticketed. The City will also be installing bus-mounted cameras to allow 
for photo enforcement of illegal parking in shared bus/bike lanes and at bus stops. 

For pick-up and drop-off in the Downtown area, there are short-term loading zones 
on almost every block. Look for these signs to show you where to turn.   



 

 

 

How will the changes affect traffic signal synchronization?   

Once construction is complete, the City will reconfigure the signals to adapt to the 
new traffic patterns. This process requires observation of the new traffic patterns, 
so it may take a few weeks to see improvements in signal synchronization.   

What will happen to bus/bike platforms?   

The new design will restore a second lane of vehicle traffic where it is feasible and 
needed to address traffic congestion. To fit a second vehicle lane, separate bus and 
bike lanes will be combined into shared bus/bike lanes. Most bus/bike boarding 

platforms will be removed as buses will be able to stop at the curb. In the Arts 
District, three existing platforms will remain, and one new platform will be 
installed. These platforms will prevent buses from having to pull to the curb to pick 

up and drop off passengers, speeding up transit and allowing for more parking 
spots near bus stops.   



 

 

If you are riding a bike in a shared bus/bike lane and a bus stops in front of you, 
you may have to wait for passengers to get on and off the bus. Most stops are 

brief, and you and the bus will soon be back on your way.   

What will happen to the flexible posts?   

The Modified Downtown Corridor project will include several changes to lane 
delineation.   

Vertical delineators (sometimes called bollards or flexible posts) and horizontal 
lane separators are used to keep everyone in their lane. These tools enhance the 

safety and functionality of shared bus/bike lanes by preventing unauthorized 
vehicles from entering. In case of emergency or obstruction, they are spaced 

widely enough allow buses, bikes, and emergency vehicles to pass through at low 
speeds, but are close enough to prevent vehicles from entering during normal 
circumstances.  

During the first pilot, the project team received feedback regarding the vertical 
delineators used. The team has developed a revised design that maximizes safety, 

functionality, and aesthetics. Rather than the multiple types of delineators 
currently used, the Modified Corridor will feature only one model of vertical 
delineator and one model of horizontal delineator. Vertical elements will be spaced 

farther apart (30 feet instead of 5-11 feet) and will be shorter (28 inches instead 
of 36 inches) than the current implementation. Horizontal elements known as 
zebras will be installed in between vertical delineators to prevent vehicles from 

encroaching in the gaps. This treatment will be applied consistently throughout the 
Modified Project corridor, resulting in a better user experience. 

 
 

Before   

 
After (Render) 

 

What will happen to bike lanes?   



 

 

Protected bike lanes on Culver Blvd and Washington Blvd will be removed. In their 
place, the Modified Downtown Corridor project will have shared bus/bike lanes 

similar to those that are currently in place on Washington between Ince and 
Robertson/Higuera. On most of the corridor, the shared bus/bike lanes will feature 
vertical and horizontal lane separators to keep cars out.  

The decision to recommend shared bus/bike lanes for the Modified Corridor was 
not taken lightly, but ultimately it was informed by the fact that the existing 
project contains several sections of shared bus/bike lanes (both protected and 
unprotected) and that in almost three years of operation, no incidents or conflicts 

have been reported between buses and bikes in those segments. The buses that 
run in shared bus/bike lanes are driven by professional bus operators who are 
trained to safely share space with bikes.    

Some people have reported issues seeing or using bike signals at some locations 
on the corridor. At those locations, we will be adding smaller, human-scale “bike 
buddy” signals at the near side of the intersection to better communicate when it 
is safe to proceed. 

 

What will happen to blue-painted curb extensions and 
asphalt art?    

Asphalt art located inside curb extensions will be removed. The intended life 
expectancy of these elements is one year. Most existing curb extensions will be 
retained in slightly different shapes and sizes to accommodate the new lane 

configuration. They will be painted with a solid blue coat to demarcate them from 
the surrounding roadway and lined with vertical delineators to prevent illegal 
parking.   

The paint that will be applied to the Modified Corridor is slightly different from what 
is currently installed and was chosen by the City following a successful test of over 
two years with minimal fading, chipping, or peeling. 

 

I have another question about the design.    

View the Modified Corridor plans on the MOVE Culver City website. The contractor 
will use these plans to implement the project, so they are the most accurate 

source of information about the new design. If you have other questions, please 
reach us on the MOVE Culver City contact page and we will be happy to assist 
you.  

 

 

 

 Questions?  
Contact Us   
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1

Ellis F. Raskin

From: Ellis F. Raskin
Sent: Tuesday, September 3, 2024 9:33 AM
To: Velyvis, Stephen E.; Eliason, Caitlin
Subject: Friends and Families for MOVE Culver City -- Ex Parte Notice

Steve and Caitlin, 
 
Please take noƟce that on Wednesday, September 4, 2024, at 8:30 a.m., or as soon thereaŌer as counsel may be heard, 
in Department 15 of the above-capƟoned Court, located at Stanley Mosk Courthouse, 111 N. Hill Street, Los Angeles, 
California, PeƟƟoner/PlainƟff Friends and Families for MOVE Culver City  (“PeƟƟoner”), will apply ex parte (1) for an 
order staying enforcement of the Court’s statement of decision and judgment pending the outcome of an appeal filed by 
PeƟƟoner or, in the alternaƟve, (2) for an order staying enforcement of the Court’s statement of decision and judgment 
pending the outcome of the November 5, 2024 elecƟon. 
 
Please let me know if the City intends to oppose this applicaƟon. 
 
Ellis F. Raskin 
Partner 
ERaskin@hansonbridgett.com
Direct: (415) 995-5835
  

Hanson Bridgett LLP
 

777 S. Figueroa Street, Suite 4200
Los Angeles, CA, 90017
 

Website  |   LinkedIn
   

  

 

Costa Mesa • Los Angeles • Sacramento • San Francisco • San Rafael • Walnut Creek 
  

This communication, including any attachments, is confidential and may be protected by privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, 
any use, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in 
error, please immediately notify the sender by telephone or email, and permanently delete all copies, electronic or other, you may have. 
The foregoing applies even if this notice is embedded in a message that is forwarded or attached. 
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