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HILL, FARRER & BURRILL LLP 
Stephen J. Tomasulo (Bar No. 181013) 
stomasulo@hillfarrer.com 
One California Plaza 
300 S. Grand Avenue, 37th Floor 
Los Angeles, California 90071-3147 
Telephone: 213.620.0460 
Fax: 213.624.4840 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff NEW EARTH 
 
 
 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CENTRAL DISTRICT 

 

NEW EARTH, a non-profit, 
 

Plaintiff, 
 

v. 
 
CULVER CITY UNIFIED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT and DOES 1-20, 
 

Defendants. 
 

 Case No. 24STCV13243 
[Assigned to: Hon. Stephen P. Pfahler – Dept. 
68] 
 
DECLARATION OF YANA GRAMMER 
IN OPPOSITION TO MOTION FOR 
SUMMARY JUDGMENT 
 
Date: February 24, 2026 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept.: 68 
 
 
 
Action Filed:  May 28, 2024 

 

I, Yana Grammer, declare as follows: 

1. I am over the age of 18 and if called as a witness could and would testify 

competently to the facts set forth herein.  I make this declaration in support of Plaintiff New 

Earth’s Opposition to Defendant Culver City Unified School District’s (the “District”) Motion for 

Summary Judgment. 

2. In 2004 I, along with my husband Harry Grammer, founded plaintiff New Earth.  

New Earth was founded as and since its inception has as operated as a non profit designed to help 

troubled youths transition from involvement with the penal system back into society.  New Earth 

has employed various protocols in connection with this process that focus on developing self 

esteem and self confidence and emphasizing self empowerment and artistic expression.  New 
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Earth has helped more than 40,000 youths re-integrate into society after having experienced legal 

and other personal problems. 

3. I am extremely proud of the work New Earth has done and New Earth has been 

recognized many times for the work it has done.  In particular, Barack Obama has recognized the 

benefits New Earth has bestowed on the Los Angeles community.  In 2018, the website 

Obama.org described the work of New Earth as follows: 

 

Empowering justice-involved youth through arts, 

education, and vocational programs 

 
The Problem: 

L.A. County incarcerates more youth than any other county in the 

nation, with a 69% recidivism rate. Kids disproportionately come 

from low-income communities of color and return to over-policed 

neighborhoods and failing schools that offer no job training or 

formal community support, ensuring that they go on to 

overpopulated adult prisons. California has seen a push for youth 

diversion, including within L.A. County’s troubled probation 

department—but it needs partners on the ground to lead the way. 

The Approach: 

New Earth runs poetry, art, education, job training, and counseling 

programs at L.A. County detention centers, probation detention 

camps, and group homes, in addition to running a joint charter high 

school that supports youth from detention, to probation, and 

beyond. New Earth’s programs have slashed recidivism rates from 

69% to 5% for full participants. Begun at an open mic café in 2003, 

its flagship FLOW spoken-word program has operated in all 14 L.A. 

https://newearthlife.org/
https://newearthlife.org/
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juvenile detention centers since 2004, with more than 10,000 L.A. 

youth taking at least one New Earth course. 

See  https://www.obama.org/fellowship/2018-fellows/harry-grammer/ 

4. I have been heavily involved in the management of New Earth since its inception 

and am currently the CEO of New Earth. 

5. In early 2022 the District approached New Earth about implementing a program to 

assist District students who were experiencing troubles.  I was the New Earth representative 

responsible for discussing this concept with the District and negotiating what became the contract 

at issue in this case. I advised the District, in particular representatives Quoc Tran and Paula 

Amezola, that New Earth was interested in working with the District but that developing and 

implementing this program would be a significant undertaking for New Earth, whose staff was 

already busy with existing programs.  I advised the District Quoc Tran and Paula Amezola that 

New Earth would need to hire and train new staff to develop and implement the program 

contemplated by the District.  The District advised me that they understood and wanted to proceed 

with retaining New Earth.. 

6. It was of paramount importance to New Earth that if it implemented this project 

with the District that it be paid a contract price substantial enough to cover the expenses of the 

project and provide what would be considered “profit” for a for-profit company.  Because New 

Earth is a non-profit, it does not distribute profit to its owners but instead would use the “profit” 

from this project to cover unanticipated project costs and to help fund other New Earth projects.  

In layman’s terms, New Earth needed to insure it charged a project cost that would allow it to 

make money rather than lose money on the project. 

7. With these concepts in mind, I drafted a June 2, 2022 proposal that, when signed by 

the District, would become a binding contract.  Although characterized as a “bare bones” proposal 

by the District, it was actually a 10 page single spaced document which explained in detail the 

services to be provided, the duration of the contract and the price per period the contract remained 

in effect.  The proposal was signed by Quoc Tran on June 22, 2022 and became a valid contract.  

A true and correct copy of that signed contract is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.  I was never told by 

https://newearthlife.org/
https://www.obama.org/fellowship/2018-fellows/harry-grammer/
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the District that the contract was vague in its terms or incomplete. 

8. The contract specifies a first year contract price of $600,000 and a second year 

contract price of $1,500,000, with the third year price subject to negotiation based upon how many 

students were being serviced by New Earth.  The first and second year prices were based upon the 

number of students the District represented would be enrolled in New Earth programs but they 

were firm prices that were material terms of the contract.  New Earth relied on the guarantee that 

these prices would be paid in entering into the contract and performing the contract, including 

hiring and training new staff to perform the contractual obligations.  I was comfortable leaving the 

price for the third year to be negotiated and determined later but not the first and second year.  

New Earth would never have entered into the contract and incurred the costs and burdens it did if 

it had any idea the District would not honor its commitment to pay the full contract price for the 

first and second year. 

9. Once the contract was formed, New Earth hired and trained new staff and allocated 

internal resources to the contract project.  New Earth then performed the services contemplated by 

the contract fully and without any significant issues.   

10. Subsequent to the formation of the contract, I understood that the District issued a 

purchase order (“PO”) to pay New Earth for its services.  A true and correct copy of the relevant 

PO is attached as Exhibit C to the Jimenez Declaration submitted by the District.  I understood this 

PO to be an internal document that the District needed to issue to allocate funds to pay New Earth.  

In that sense, I thought the PO was a piece of the contract on the District’s end.  However, neither 

I nor anyone else at New Earth was ever advised that the District believed that the PO would add 

to or alter the terms of our existing contract.  Neither I or anyone else at New Earth was advised to 

review the PO or the referenced terms on the District’s web-site. Neither I or anyone else at New 

Earth ever signed off on any terms or conditions associated with the PO or otherwise agreed to be 

bound by such terms.  New Earth certainly never executed the PO or agreed that the District could 

unilaterally decide to pay less than the specified price both side agreed to for years one and two of 

the contract. 

11. The District paid only $600,000 of the second year contract price of $1,500,000, 
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resulting in significant damages to New Earth..    

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 

foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

Executed on this 4th day of February, 2026, at Los Angeles, California. 

 /s/ Yana Grammer 
 Yana Grammer 

 

 
 



EXHIBIT 1 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 

New Earth vs. Culver City Unified School District 
LASC - Case No. 24STCV13243 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

At the time of service, I was over 18 years of age and not a party to this action.  I am 
employed in the County of Los Angeles, State of California.  My business address is City National 
Plaza, 515 S. Flower Street, 7th Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90071. 

On February 4, 2026, I served true copies of the following document(s) described as 
DECLARATION OF YANA GRAMMER IN OPPOSITION TO MOTION FOR 
SUMMARY JUDGMENT on the interested parties in this action as follows: 

Samuel R. Santana 
Luke L. Punnakanta 
Sam A. Bidgoli 
DANNIS WOLIVER KELLEY 
444 W. Ocean Blvd., Suite 1750 
Long Beach, CA 90802 

Attorneys for Defendant CULVER CITY 
UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 
Tel:  562.366.8500 
Fax:  562.366.8505 
Email:  ssantana@dwkesq.com; 
lpunnakanta@dwkesq.com; 
sbidgoli@dwkesq.com 

BY E-MAIL OR ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION:  I caused a copy of the 
document(s) to be sent from e-mail address lnonato@hillfarrer.com to the persons at the e-mail 
addresses listed in the Service List.  I did not receive, within a reasonable time after the 
transmission, any electronic message or other indication that the transmission was unsuccessful. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 
foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on February 4, 2026, at Los Angeles, California. 

 
 
 /s/ Lani A. Nonato 
 Lani A. Nonato 
 

mailto:ssantana@dwkesq.com
mailto:lpunnakanta@dwkesq.com
mailto:sbidgoli@dwkesq.com
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